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THE CONSERVATIVE. 


The garden beds I wandered by 
One bright and cheerful morn, 
When I found a new-fledged butterfly 
A-sitting on a thorn; 
A black and crimson butterfly, 
All doleful and forlorn. 


I thought that life could have no sting 
For infant butterflies, 

So I gazed on this unhappy thing 
With wonder and surprise, 

While sadly with his waving wing 
He wiped his weeping eyes. 


Said I, ‘* What can the matter be’ 
Why weepest thou so sore? 

With garden fair and sunlight free 
And flowers in goodly store’? ”’ 

But he only turned away from me 
And burst into a roar. 


Cried he, “ My legs are thin and few 
Where once I had aswarm! 
Soft, fuzzy fur—a joy to view 
Once kept my body warm, 
Before these flapping wing-things grew, 
To hamper and deform.” 
At that outrageous bug I shot 
The fury of mine eyes; 
Said I, in scorn all burning hot, 
In rage and anger high: 
* You ignominious idiot! 
Those wings were made to fly!" 
. 
* T do not want to fly,” said he, 
*T only want to squirm !”’ 
And he dropped his wings dejectedly, 
Sut still his voice was firm. 
* I do not want to fly!’ he said, 
* T want to bea worm!” 
O, yesterday of unknown lack ! 
To-day of unknown bliss ! 
I left my fool in red and black, 
The last I saw was this 
The creature madly climbing back 
Into his chrysalis. 
—Charlotte Perkins Stetson. 


CHRISTIAN COMMONWEALTH. 
[BY GEORGE HOWARD GIBSON. | 


« Glory to God in the highest.’’ The heavens 
declare it in the infinite complexity and per- 
fect harmony of countless worlds and systems. 

«© And on earth peace.” To bring in the or- 
der of heaven, to unite the warring, striving, 
self-centered, self-seeking families of earth, 
Christ came. He taught that Humanity is one. 
And this perfecting truth and glory of creation, 
with its moral obligation and wisdom, shall 
put an end to strife, shall show to all men the 
folly of self-seeking and win them to the life 
of love. The idea of human brotherhood is 
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coming to be with many not simply a senti- 
ment, or theory, or beautiful dream, but an 
open gateway to all good. All the evils in the 
world grow out of division. All the boundless 
good of life must be found in union. 

It has seemed necessary for mankind to know 
evil first, in order that they might know good. 
Our greatest mistake has been made in sup- 
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posing power to be of greatest worth, power 
to command service, power to get without giv- 
ing. The delusion that power is better than 
aught else has been the tirst cause of every 
war, the incentive to every act of despotism; 
it has arrayed man against man, and created 
castes and classes, kings and subjects, masters 
and slaves, the rich and the poor. But the 
idea of brotherhood is removing and shall re- 
move all this. 

There is a stress of outward circumstance 
and inward longing which presses brotherhood 
upon us. In the last hundred years labor-sav- 
ing inventions have done away with handicraft 
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production. Modern machinery in the hands 
of the selfish has socialized production and 
separated the great body of producers from any 
controlling interest in the means of subsist- 
ence. The majority of men can no longer inde- 
pendently support themselves. Capitalists will 
employ them only to secure a net profit out of 
them. More than half the people are land- 
less and must pay rent. All who borrow money 
must pay usury. Freeholders and others must 
also pay tribute to trusts and railroad mag- 
nates, iron, oil and lumber kings, and many 
others. The result of all this is, that the peo- 
ple who need are powerless to buy back out of 
the markets as much as they produce. So 
trade is dull, the demand cannot equal the 
supply, there are periodical gluts in the mar- 
kets, and the producers of wealth in great 
numbers are thrown out of work. By means of 
the inequitable net profit system of capitalism 
wealth is being poured into the hands of the 
few, and poverty is spreading among the many. 

With the passing away of independent indi- 
vidualism, the practice of individual Christian- 
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ity has also necessarily ended. Religious days 
and hours remain in which Love is worshiped 
with the lips, and the Cross of Calvary is de- 
clared the cure of sin ; but between times self- 
ishness seems to be universally believed in by 
those who are free. Keal faith has not ceased 
upon the earth, but the individual is helplessly 
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entangled in and a part of the commercially 
organized, selfishly ruled circles of production 
and distribution. These commercial units or 
circles through which one’s subsistence must 
come, must be saved from selfish action as 
wholes, or the manhood and Christianity of the 
individual parts must be given up. We must 
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have the Christianity of brotherhood, or we 
can have none at all. We must move forward 
into brotherhood, or backward into barbarism. 
The present organization of society cannot 
stand the strain between the increasing seltish- 
ness of wealth and the increasing desperation 
of poverty. It was a thoughtful consideration 
of all this which led to the Christian Common- 
wealth movement. Its leaders touched life, 
and saw its needs and trend. They returned 
to the social teachings of Jesus, and were read- 
ers of the early fathers, also of Francis, Kings- 
ley, Tolstoy, Howells, Marx, Bellamy, Booth, 
Helen Campbell, Riis, Ely, Lloyd, Strong, Her- 
ron, and others. And observing, reading and 
thinking there came to them the vision of a 
brotherhood that must now be realized. 
HOW THE AGITATION BEGAN.* 

The agitation for a simple brotherhood organ- 
ization was begun by the writer in the columns 
of The Wealth Makers (a paper published at 
Lincoln, Neb.) in 1894. In response to his call 

*The sub-headings are inserted in this article by the 


editor, without Mr. Gibson’s knowledge.—Ed. THE Com- 
MONS. 














a conference of Christian Co-operators was held 
in Lincoln Dec. 16, 17 and 18 of that year. This 
conference resulted in an organization called 
‘«¢ The Christian Corporation,” which was in- 
corporated under the laws of Nebraska, Feb. 
16,1895. It was a common property brother- 
hood organization in the fullest sense, with the 
following statement of faith : 

‘«‘We believe in God our infinite father; in 
Christ our perfect brother; and in the law of 
equalizing love expressed in the command, 
Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” 

Some months later a thousand miles away, a 
movement was planned for and knownas « The 
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izer of the Willard Colony, which led to the 
more radical later movement. 


THE CALLS OF 1895 AND 1896. 


n the Nov. 29, 1895, issue of The Kingdom 
(published at Minneapolis, Minn.), Mr. John 
Chipman, of Tallahassee, Florida, appealed to 
all Christians to unite in a brotherhood organ- 
ization, in which each should contribute all his 
property and power of service, the combined 
common property to be deeded to Christ and 
used just as he would use it. This letter 
brought Mr. Chipman, Mr. Albertson and the 
writer into communication, and it was deter- 











VIEW OF THE OLD PLANTATION HOUSE, COMMONWEALTH, GA 
People’s University.” It was never organized, mined to issue another call signed by these and 


but in a circular sent out by its chief promoter, 
Rev. Ralph Albertson, of Ohio, were these 
grand words: 


«We believe that the political economy 
taught and lived by Jesus Christis practicable, 
that the love and brotherhood of the Kingdom 
of Heaven may be realized on earth. We be- 
lieve in the possibility and practicability of 
unselfishness, and we want to provide for the 
education of young people in an atmosphere 
free from greed. We pray ‘Thy Kingdom 
come’ and we propose to live in that Kingdom 
on Earth ourselves and teach others so.” 

The People’s University movement was also 
strongly supported by the experienced edu- 
cator, Prof. W. C. Damon, who was the organ- 





other leaders, and combine movements, which 
was accordingly done. From this later call, 
sent out in June, 1896, I quote below: 

‘To all who pray, Thy Kingdom come, Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven, to all 
who desire above all things that this prayer be 
answered and earth become like heaven, and 
who are therefore ready to turn away from 
self-seeking, as Christ and his disciples did, 
Greeting : 

“We, children of the King, followers of 
Christ, believers in the wisdom, the order, and 
subduing power of love, and that there is a 
necessity laid upon us to love our neighbor as 
ourself, have determined from this time forth 
to be governed by heaven’s law, that we may do 
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our part in working out God’s great purposes 
for man. 

‘«« But two ways of living are possible, viz.: 
the each-for-himself rule, now followed in the 
industrial and commercial world, from which 
all evil flows, and God’s law of love, by obedi- 
ence to which all good must come. 

«To love as the sons of God we must give 
all, pour out, distribute as Christ and the early 
disciples did. Love begins as an accepted 
duty, and becomes instantly more and more a 
joy. Loveisthe great leveler, equalizer, up- 
lifter. They who will love cannot cease to 
labor for and share with all till all suffering 
ceases, till all needs are met and all good comes 
to all. 

««We shall make our labor the free expression 
and measure of our love, and so exalt our work 
into worship, into fellowship, into a sacrament 
that shall convey the Divine life and love to 
one another, to each and all. 

‘«‘ We plan for the visible Kingdom of God on 
earth, for a holy land, to be redeemed by pur- 
chase out of the hands of the selfish and given 
to the meek. We plan to build Christian fac- 
tories, mills, machine shops, etc., that all who 
come to us may have permanent places to labor 
and produce all useful and beautiful things for 
human need. We plan for the life-long educa- 
tion of our children and ourselves, so that we 
may have perfect bodies, skillful hands, intel- 
lects furnished with the most advanced know!- 
edge of the forces of nature, of discovery and 
invention ; and hearts to appreciate the love, 
the wisdom, the harmony, the vastness, variety 
and grandeur of God’s unfolding works. 

‘Asa body we recognize one God over all; one 
law, of love, labor, outpouring; one perfect ex- 
ample of right living—Christ. But dead divi- 
sive dogmas, intellectual opinions regarding 
infinite, incomprehensible, or unrevealed mys- 
teries we shall not require assent to. Intellect 
differences shall not debar from membership 
any who are prepared to do the will of God. 
The one simple duty is to love and labor for 
one another.” 


ALL FOUNDED ON LOVE, 


In organizing the Christian Commonwealth 
no reliance was placed on force, or on anything 
but the knowledge of love and the spirit of 
love. The sum and substance of the constitu- 
tion adopted was the law (not made, but recog- 
nized) of supreme love to God and equalizing 
love to our neighbor. The organization de- 
clared itself to be an educational and religious 
society whose purpose is to obey the teachings 
of Jesus Christ in all matters of life and labor 
and the use of property. Its members bear one 
another’s burdens. Each is expected to give 
all he has, to do all he is able to do; and each 
receives according to his need. In seeking to 
serve, instead of to gain, they are ruled by a 
spirit the opposite of the spirit of the business 
world, the world of buyers and sellers and pri- 
vate property-seekers. They see that the sin 
of the world is the selfishness of the world, 
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which manifests and measures itself chiefly in 
business, in commercial relations, in property- 
seeking and property divisions, in seeking 
place and power. They therefore preach re- 
pentance of all this, and show brotherhood life 
as the way of salvation. Repentance of selfish- 
ness they show to be the actual pouring out of 
everything in self-forgetful services. They 
teach that to be self-centered is the way of 
death, while to be all-centered is the way of 
life. 
THE LAND UNDER FOOT. 


A land basis for this brotherhood movement 
was provided by Mr. Chipman, who purchased 
a tract of land on the Central Railroad of 
Georgia, in Muscogee county, Georgia, and 
families from Nebraska, Washington, Califor- 
nia, Massachusetts, Ohio and other States im- 
mediately settled upon it. The official ser- 
vants of the organization, elected annually or 
oftener, are a president, vice-president, secre- 
tary, treasurer, corresponding secretary, gen- 
eral labor director, and superintendents of the 
departments of agriculture, building, lumber- 
ing, orchard and nursery, gardening, educa- 
tion, extension, poultry, dairy and housekeep- 
ing. Some of the families live together in one 
big house; others live by themselves in separ- 
ate cottages. All work hard and live frugally, 
on the same level. A business meeting is held 
every Monday evening, or oftener if called. A 
postoffice and railroad station have been se- 
cured on the Colony land. A thirty-five acre 
orchard of the best peach, plum, pear, apple, 
cherry, prune, fig, apricot and quince trees was 
set out a year ago. Considerable additions to 
the orchard have been made this year. The 
Colony has besides in nursery 8,500 budded and 
grafted Japanese plum trees and about 4,000 
peach seedlings. It has also planted fifteen 
bushels of peach seed, which is coming up well. 
A vineyard of considerable size is well started. 
A sawmill has been erected and runs part of 
the time. We have a Colony public school in 
which the common and higher branches are 
taught, and the lessons of brotherhood be- 
sides. 

We are in no respects a peculiar people, ex- 
cept that we really believe in brotherhood, and 
in a vicarious industrial Christianity. We be- 
lieve it is morally obligatory to love without 
reservation, with everything we have; and we 
keep open gates. The poor, the tramps and the 
outcast can come to us, share all we have, and 
live as we do. 

We are not being reduced to uniformity, but 
are as strong as ever in our individuality, in 
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our God-made diversity of individual gifts and 
helpful differences. 


ALL THE LIFE RELIGIOUS. 


We do not separa e life into secular and re- 
ligious portions, Our work is worship and fel- 
lowship, because it is the activity of love—love 
forall. But in what are known as « religious” 
matters we somehow do not divide. We have 
forgotten that we were once Congregational- 
ists, Methodists, Baptists, Presbyterians, Uni- 
versalists, etc. Brotherhood in daily life makes 
brotherhood on Sunday entirely natural and 
easy. Sect divisions of a religious sort have 
died out at Commonwealth. Love has lifted 
us to @ common ground that is above mere 
creeds, opinions, forms and sacramental signs. 

We have a prayer and fellowship meeting 
every Thursday evening, a kind of family gath- 
ering, with “our Heavenly Father in the 
midst.” On Sundays we have sermons, talks, 
Bible studies, select readings and informal dis- 
cussions of what brotherhood requires. We 
do not drop into conventional ways in our 
meetings, but encourage each to communicate 
all he has of truth and love, the sisters as well 
as the brothers. 

We have a fuller intellectual life here than 
most of us could have as divided families. Our 
libraries are common, or communized, and give 
each a much wider range of reading than he 
would be likely otherwise to cover. Inaddition 
to the school for those of school age, we have 
Shakespeare, etymology, logic, art and music 
classes for old and young. 

We have had poverty to test our faith. We 
have had trials with false and imperfect bretk- 
ren, With one another. Most of us have much 
to learn yet. But this we know: it is right to 
love; it is safe to love. We have neither the 
right nor the desire to turn from the brother- 
hood life to the old life of self-seeking. 

In every pinch of economic trial the faith of 
the entirely devoted has held the victory. 
They were sure the brotherhood life they had 
entered upon is right, and nothing could shake 
their confidence that God would fulfill His 
promises and supply necessities. No such 
serenity could they have had, had they been in 
and a part of the sinfully selfish system of com- 
petition. They sought “first the Kingdom of 
God and His righteousness,” the righteousness 
of brotherhood; and the promise of God has 
been wonderfully and graciously fulfilled. 


THE MEANS OF PROPAGANDA, 


Since February, 1898, the Christian Common- 
wealth has published The Social Gospel, a 32- 
page monthly magazine, through which it 


bears the good news of brotherhood to all parts 
of the world. Its message is being read in 
America, Canada, England, France, Switzer- 
land, Germany, Hungary, Russia, Japan, Africa, 
Australia and New Zealand. The news of love 
embodied, socially, in brotherhood form, is the 
best news in all the world. The whole groan- 
ing creation waits for it. The preaching of 
brotherhood when backed by actual living ap- 
peals to every man’s conscience. We have 
God’s present word to those who have a sur- 
plus, and to those who suffer; to those with 
power, and to those oppressed. We have God’s 
solution of the social problem. We have be- 
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gun to organize the Brotherhood of Man, and in 
the economy of God’s Kingdom we can find a 
place for every believer in love. 

To reach and make room rapidly for those 
who have nothing but labor strength, we need 
and call for the help of those who havea stored- 
up surplus. Weask not for separate gifts, but 
for men to come with their gifts, with which to. 
build up in their own sight the Kingdom of 
Christ, the Christian organization of industry. 
They are needed, as well as we, by Christ, to 
provide good tidings of good for the poor, to 
release those who are bound by oppression, to 
help make for all God’s robbed and landless 
children a perpetual Year of Jubilee. Our near- 
est needs, to provide permanent work for more 


[Continued on page 10.) 
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THE BEATITUDES IN PRACTICE. 


MOST extraordinary experience has been 
A vouchsafed to certain groups of eager 
souls in Chicago during the past few weeks, in 
the presence of George Howard Gibson and 
Ralph Albertson, of the Christian communist 
colony at Commonwealth, Georgia, the story 
of whose founding and present status is pub- 
lished on other pages of this issue of THE Com- 
MONS. Not a few good men and women have 
been brought face to face, for the first time in 
their lives, with an instance of taking Jesus 
seriously. 
The colony of everyday folk at Common- 
wealth have dared to assume that the teachings 
‘of the Master are to be taken at their literal 
face value. They exemplify the application of 
the preposterous assertions of the Beatitudes 
to the social and economic relations of men in 
civilized society. They not only hold all their 
property in common, as did the Christians in 
those first blessed days when the dew of the 
Spirit’s presence was fresh upon their aspira- 
tion and mutual confidence; but they hold their 
doors open to every comer, whatever his social 
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status or condition. The penniless tramp and 
the still relatively prosperous fugitive from the 
impending peril of agrarian ruin are equally 
welcome upon “their own” property, and the 
only law of that singular community is the 
Savior’s Law of Equal Love. The story is a 
fascinating and unique one, refreshing to the 
weary heart in these sordid days of atheistic 
money-grabbing, and we earnestly urge our 
readers to give it thoughtful attention. 


SIGNS OF THE SPIRIT’S PRESENCE. 


T IS impossible to meet these brethren from 
| that outpost of the Kingdom of God with- 
out being assured beyond doubt of their fine 
spiritual sense and Christian spirit, or to avoid 
the recollection of those marvelous days of the 
Outpouring upon the first Christians, when 
they were all together in one place, of one 
heart, and had all things in common. Itis the 
reality of the thing that gives these men the 
right to talk with authority to us, and not as the 
perennial scribes, who have confined our belief 
in the wisdom of the economic teachings of 
Jesus to inexpensive volubility. 

There is not upon the face of the earth to-day 
an economist or philosopher who knvuws whether 
communism could be practiced universally in 
society or not. When it has been practiced in 
communities with a religious motive It has 
ordinarily been of great economic success, and 
the writings of the early church for several 
centuries permit no doubt that communism and 
individual poverty were the habits of the 
Christian church. Let those who are so glibly 
ready with reference to that cruelly overworked 
‘collection for the poor saints at Jerusalem ”’ 
recall that the collection was made among 
communist societies for the church at Jerusa- 
lem, made poor not by communism but by per- 
secution. But the economic success is not the 
main question. The fact to be remembered 
with joy concerning this object lesson (thus far 
a notable economic success in spite of Christ- 
like recklessness of the financial morrow) is 
that somewhere upon the earth there is in ex- 
istence, in these times, a genuine attempt to 
realize the Kingdom of God,in the flesh of 
human life, among ordinary folk. 

*¢Who made me a divider among you?” de- 
manded Jesus of those who would make him 
the arbiter of their clear brotherly duty. Thus 
also these brethren of Commonwealth refuse to 
define the obligation of those who would place 
their property in trust for the world of Brother- 
hood. They recognize the divine opportunity 
before the conscience of every man to make de- 
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cision himself as to his stewardship. It is not 


related in the record of the Pentecostal com- 
munism by what means the socialized property 
was disposed of or dispensed. But its clear teach- 
ing is that,in that day, asinall the days since 
until now, whenever the Holy Spirit has been 
poured out upon an individual, a church, or a 
nation, immediately there passed away, not 
necessarily the institution, but the incompati- 
ble spirit of private property, and before God 
and man, no one of them has ever said again 
that aught of that which he possessed was his 
own, but in the spirit of love he, or they, as 
in the words of the Commonwealth associates’ 
pledge, accepted as the law of life Christ’s law, 
‘that I shall love my neighbor as myself. I 


will use, hold, or dispose of all my property, — 


my labor and my income according to the dic- 
tates of love for the happiness of all who need. 
I will not withhold for any selfish ends aught 
that I have from the fullest service that love 
inspires.” 


EORGE E. WARING, whose death in New 
G York City is announced as we goto press, 
was one of the greatest servants of the people 
in municipal office in recent years. He and 
his work are unanswerable proofs of what may 
be done. in the way of efficiency and economy 
when the city does its own work by direct em- 
ployment, without the interference of partisan 
considerations. His administration as com- 
missioner of street cleaning in New York City 
will be a perennial object lesson in faithful 
service of the people. 





F YOU owned THE Commons and controlled 
its policy and management, what would 
you do to make it more interesting, more in- 
spiring, more true to the cause of human 
brotherhood, for which it endeavors faithfully 
to stand? That is a fair question, and you can 
spare a few minutes to-day for a kindly letter 
to the editor, with a fair answer. We really 
want to hear from you, and kindly criticism 
will perhaps be more valuable than commenda- 
tion. 


O THE Publisher's Column on the opposite 

page we call especial attention this month. 
We have not burdened our readers with many 
items of business, and careful reading of that 
column in this issue will go far to remove the 
necessity of further reference to the business 
end of the publication. 


THE COMMONS, from its beginning (three early 
numbers missing) till and including April, 1899, for 
$1.25. Write to the publisher about this offer, 





TO READERS OF “ THE COMMONS.” 


PUBLISHER’S COLUIIN. 


your subscription has expired with this issue, 

and that you can best help THE COMMONS and the 
cause for which it stands by using the enclosed subscription 
blank to-day for renewal. This will save you the annoy- 
ance of a further reminder, and us the time and money that 
a letter and postage would cost, and that might better be 
used in the direct extension of our work. 


| | A red or blue mark in this space indicates that 


Let us be brotherly in our business relations. 
Treat the publisher of THE COMMONS as you 
would wish to be treated in his place. Remem- 
ber that the people concerned in the carrying 
on of the publication of the paper have also a 
score of duties in the direct activity of the 
Chicago Commons settlement, and that every 
moment you can save them by prompt renewal 
is so much directly gained for the service of 
the settlement. 

Moreover, mistakes will happen, even in the 
best regulated newspaper offices. Sometimes 
subscriptions fail to be entered properly, some- 
times errors of other kinds creep in; sometimes 
letters go astray. If you receive a notice of ex- 
piration when you have only recently paid your 
subscription, be assured that we shall need 
only a line to that effect to set the matter 
right. 

We will always take your word about your 
subscription. Moreover, money, stamps and 
checks are sent at owr risk. If you say you 
sent it, that ends the matter, for we are so con- 
fident of the general human honesty that we 
are willing to stake our business on it. 

We do not want to lose one subscriber. 
People stop their subscription usually for one 
of three reasons: Either (1) they do not like 
the paper, or (2): have lost interestjin the cause 
for which it stands, or (3) they cannot well 
afford the price of subscription. With these 
possible reasons in mind, we ask, as a certain 
sort of right, that if you do not like the paper 
you will say so, and tell us frankly and hon- 
estly what sort of changes in its general policy 
or details you would suggest. This will give 
us the opportunity at least to consider whether, 
without sacrifice of vital principle, we cannot 
make the publication pleasing also to you. If 
you have lost interest, you can at least say so, 
and let us do what we can to make our cause 
more interesting in its presentation to you, If 
you cannot afford the price, nothing would give 
us greater pleasure than to send you the paper 
a year without charge, for brotherhood’s sake. 
We can better afford to lose for the time being 
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the small amount involved in the subscription 
than we can to lose your well-informed interest 
in the work for which we stand. 

People who subscribe for THE Commons help 
to accomplish several ends. For one thing-— 
and that is perhaps most important of all—they 
enable us to keep the settlement motive and 
method before a large, widely scattered and in- 
creasing number of intelligent people, for out 
of every 50 cents that is sent to us we are 
able to reserve a little for the propaganda, 
to send the paper to some who cannot well 
afford to pay the price themselves. The regular 
reader keeps himself informed of the general 
movement toward social democracy for which 
the settlements stand, and even if he does not 
fully agree with us in every detail of policy, 
helps us to spread the settlement spirit abroad 
in a hundred ways and directions. 

Let us help each other. We are grateful for 
all that you and each of you have done to aid 
our cause during the three years of the exist- 
ence of this paper, and we look forward with 
joy to the times before us in which we shall 
help each other more and more to go forward 
toward the standard of loving brotherhood to 
which our fellow-men are calling us out of 


their need, and for which our Master is bidding 
us to labor. 


TWO VOLUMES COMPLETE. 


We have left a limited number of complete 
tiles of Volume Two of THE COMMONS, which we 
should be glad to put into the hands of friends of 
THE CoMMoNsS. For this purpose we will be 
pleased to send volumes Two and Three com- 
plete to any address tor Seventy-five Cents. 
This will afford an easy way for new subscrib- 
ers to get an important series of articles relat- 
ing to the settlement movement, or for old 
subscribers to secure back numbers and the 
numbers to come until May, 1899. 

Volume Two included such important articles 
as those of Prof. Graham Tayloron «« The Com- 
petitive System”; Prof. Herron on « The Eng- 
lish Labor Movement,” and on « The Christian 
Teachings on Property”; Clarence Gordon on 
‘«¢ The Church and the Settlement”; Rev. W. R. 
Taylor, of Rochester, (a sermon) on the Labor 
Movement; accounts of Passmore Edwards 
Settlement, London; Kingsley Hall, Tokyo; 
Goodrich House, Cleveland; Chicago Com- 
mons and other settlements ; John P. Gavit on 
‘Ethical Aspects of the Labor Movement,” and 
on “Missions and Settlements’’; Ethelbert 
Stewart’s addresses on ‘“ Disintegration of Fam- 
ilies Under the Competitive System ’’; Sadie 
American on ‘‘ Vacation Schools,” etc., etc. 

We have also a few slightly broken sets (three 
numbers missing) of the first volume of THE 
Commons, which we will be glad to dispose of 
at fifty cents, until the edition is exhausted. 
We will send THE Commons to any address 
from its beginning until and including April, 
1899, for $1.25, as long as the editions of vol- 
umes One and Two hold out. 


' October, 


THE CHRISTIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


[Continued from page 7.] 
people who wish to come, are a planing mill, a 
ten or twelve horse-power steam engine, a 
steam laundry outfit, a brick manufacturing 
plant, and a greatly enlarged printing plant. 
Afterward we can invest in a water power not 
far distant and start manufactures on a larger 
scale. 
THE VOLUNTARY COVENANT. 

We have now, scattered in twenty-three 
states, about one hundred families who are one 
with us in expressed desire and purpose, most 
of them having*signed the following Christian 
Commonwealth Covenant: 

‘«T accept as the law of my life Christ’s law, 
that I shall love my neighbor as myself. I will 
use, hold or dispose of all my property, my 
labor and my income, according to the dictates 
of love, for the happiness of all who need. I 
will not withhold for any selfish ends aught 
that I have from the fullest service that love 
inspires. As quickly as I may be able I will 
withdraw myself from the selfish competitive 
strife and devote myself to the co-operative life 
and labor of a local Christian Commonwealth. 
As a member of this organization I will work 
according to my ability in labor together with 
God for the production of goods for human 
happiness.” 

Some of these will come to Commonwealth, 
others will organize branch societies. In the 
future, as men and means come to us, we can 
organize one industry after another, and con- 
tinuously widen the circle and blessings of 
brotherhood. Labor and love will do every- 
thing. The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand— 
within your reach. 

COMMONWEALTH, GA. 


The Social Gospel may be ordered through 
THE Commons, at 50 cents @ year, or in club 
rate with THE Commons at 75 cents for beth. 





“IN His STEPS” 


A Story by REV. CHARLES M, SHELDON, of 
Topeka, Kan. 


ONE OF THE FEW STORIES IN WHICH THE SOCIAL 
SETTLEMENT PLAYS A PART. 


Order through “The Commons.” 
Paper Covers, - - - 25 cents. 
Cloth Covers, - - - 75 cents. 


“The Commons” for a year, and 
“In His Steps,” in cloth covers, $ 1.00 


rere. 
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SETTLEMENT FEDERATION. 


Opening Meeting for the Winter of the Organization 
of Chicago Settlements. 


A large attendance, representing practically 
all of the Chicago settlements, characterized 
the first meeting for this winter of the Federa- 





settlement might be able to make for the bet- 
terment of municipal conditions respectfully 
submits the following recommendations : 

‘¢ That each settlement, by means of its edu- 
cational classes and clubs, its dissemination of 
literature and personal influence, and its pro- 
vision for public addresses and discussions, 
shall endeavor to secure: 

««(1) The assumption by the Board of Educa- 
tion of the establishment, maintenance and 
management of kindergartens, playgrounds, 
vacation schools, and of parental schools for 
derelict children. 

«©(2) The establishment of a separate court 
and place of detention for juvenile delinquents, 
and an appropriation for whatever is needed to 
put to immediate use, under separate manage- 





COMMONWEALTH SCHOOL, SHOWING 


tion of Chicago Settlements, held at Hull House 
on Saturday evening, October 29. 

The resignation of the President of the Fed- 
eration, Rev. N. B. W. Gallwey, of the lately- 
suspended Clybourn avenue settlement, was 
accepted with the greatest regret, and Mrs. M. 
E. Sly, of the Northwestern University settle- 
ment, vice-president, was elected to succeed 
him, Mrs. Van Der Vaart, of Neighborhood 
House, being elected vice-president in her 
stead. 

The committee appointed at the last meeting 
to outline a program for settlement propaganda 
in Chicago reported as follows: 


*¢The committee appointed by the Federa- 
tion to suggest such concerted effort as the 


TEACHERS AND SCHOLARS, 


ment, the recently erected boys’ dormitory of 
the House of Correction. 

««(3) The improvement, codification and pub- 
lication of the building and sanitary laws and 
ordinances and those providing for the better 
housing of the people. The establishment and 
maintenance by the city of public baths, small 
parks, and places of public comfort. Larger 
provision for music in the parks, especially in 
the most densely populated districts. Provis- 
ion for the cost of repaving the streets from 
funds raised by general taxation or special 
assessment laid upon the entire city. The 
abolition of the contract system in public 
work. Legal provision for the municipal own- 
ership and operation of public utilities.” 


Professor Taylor, Miss Addams, Mrs. Stevens, 
of Hull House, Mr. A. M, Simons, of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago settlement, were continued 








as a committee to take further steps to make 
the recommendation effective. 

A most interesting discussion occupied the 
latter half of the meeting, during which a vast 
amount of settlement “compunction” was 
brought to view and aired. Mr. Aylmer Maude, 
of England; Rev. Ralph Albertson, of Common- 
wealth, Ga., and a large number of settlement 
folk, discussed various aspects of the question 
of the thoroughness of settlement work, the 
obligation to take part in industrial life, etc. 

It was voted hereafter to hold the meetings 
of the Federation, for convenience’s sake, at 
Hull House. 


BOSTON SUMMER PHILANTHROPIES. 


Lincoln House Review Reports a Useful List of Suc- 
cessful Activities. 





The Lincoln House Review, supplanted in its 
local field by the Lincoln House Monthly, issues 
its last number dated October, and will be suc- 
ceeded, so far as Lincoln House is concerned, 
by a series of pamphlets on practical settle- 
ment work. These will be announced in THE 
COMMONS in due time. 

‘‘Boston Summer Philanthropies” is the 
topic of this closing “special number,” and it 
affords an interesting and suggestive list of the 
vacation schools, playrooms, playgrounds, sum- 
mer camps, vacation houses and other agencies, 
public baths, floating hospitals and ice-water 
fountains. It is a most interesting list, and 
will afford suggestions to other places for next 
summer's work. 


’ 


TOLSTOYAN VISITOR. 





Mr. Aylmer Maude in America on Behalf of Perse- 
cuted Russians. 


Mr. Aylmer Maude, an Englishman, for many 
years a prosperous importer in Moscow, but who 
became an intimate friend of Count Tolstoy, 
and, convinced of the truth of his teachings, 
renounced his business and recently removed 
with his family to a colony in Essex, England, 
the members of which live by the labor of 
their own hands, and in other ways lead a life 
of early Christian simplicity combined with 
intellectual activity and moral zeal, has been 
visiting Chicago, a guest of Hull House. 

Mr. Maude is returning from Canada, where 
he has arranged for the colonization of the 
Doukhobortsi, a religious sect in the Caucasus, 
who, because of their refusal to enter military 
service, are persistently persecuted by the 
Russian government. 

Probably no man who has ever been in 
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[ October, 


America is so well qualified by a long and inti- 
mate friendship with Tolstoy, and also by pro- 
found conviction, to speak of the great Russian 
teacher, and his several talks and lectures were 
interesting and impressive. 


SETTLEMENT NOTES. 


A handsomely printed report is that for 
1897-8, sent us by the Goodrich social settle- 
ment at Cleveland, Ohio. 


An article on the settlement work of Grace 
Church, New York, appears in the November 
issue of the Charities Review. 


Notes from Henry Booth House, in The Cause 
for October, show that the new Chicago settle- 
ment of the Ethical Society has already a dozen 
activities in progress for the neighborhood. 


J. Stitt Wilson, of the Social Crusade, is issu- 
ing from the Northwestern University Settle- 
ment the Social Crusader, an interesting and 
inspiring monthly paper in the cause of the 
crusade. 


The workers in some of the New York settle- 
ments and those in Brooklyn have been hold- 
ing a conference on the first Sunday afternoon 
in the month, meeting at the different settle- 
ments in turn. 


The Working Girls’ Free Library, of St. Louis, 
has now developed into a full-fledged settle- 
ment, at 2501 South Second street, and issues a 
report for 1895-6-7, covering a varied series of 
club and educational work. 


The prettily- printed report of Lawrence 
House, Baltimore, shows that boys and girls 
have had the best kind of a time there during 
the last year. Clubs and classes have occupied 
every evening except Sunday, seventy helpers 
assisting in the work. 


The Forward Movement, of Chicago, whose 
settlement at 219 South Sangamon street has 
just been enlarged by the addition to the set- 
tlement equipment of the building adjoining 
on the south, issues a large two-page outline of 
work for the winter, covering many fields of 
endeavor. 


The most interesting feature of the year-book 
of the pro-cathedral, in New York (130 Stanton 
street), is the report of the kindergarten, which 
is one of the most readable we have seen, and 
gives a very good idea of the atmosphere of 
brightness and love that is preparing the spir- 
itual lungs of the children of that neighbor- 
hood for brotherhood. 


Socialists are often asked if they believe in 
the private ownership of anything. They do. 
They sympathize with the little boy with the 
measles, who, on being asked whether he had 
taken his measles from his little brother, re- 
plied: «*No, Willie’s got his and I’ve got 
mine.’’—American Fabian. 
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* Chicago Commons 


CHICAGO COMMONS is a Social Settlement located 
on North Union street, two doors from the southwest cor- 
ner,of Milwaukee avenue and the crossing of Union street 
upon Milwaukee and Austin avenues. 

Information concerning the work of Chicago Commons 
is gladly furnished to all who inquire. A four-page leaflet, 
bearing a picture of our residence, and other literature de- 
scribing the work will be mailed to any one upon applica- 
tion. Please enclose postage. 

Residence.—All inquiries with reference to terms and 
conditions of residence, permanent or temporary, should be 
addressed to GRAHAM TAYLOR, Resident Warden. 





“Feeding the Birds,” Madame Le Brun and 
Child, «¢In the Country,” by La Rolle; « Chil- 
dren and Bird,” by Van Bremen; Landseer’s 
«The Hat,” and photographs of the cathedral 
group at Pisa, and of St. Mark’s at Venice (this 
in colors), and of the great sphinx of Gizeh. 
These photographs will be loaned for periods 
of two weeks to responsible members of the 
settlement clubs. The collection is under the 
direction of Miss Elizabeth V. Meyers, who 
made the selections, and who, it need hardly 
be said, will be delighted to administer other 
sums, for the collection will not be nearly large 
enough to meet the demand uponit. The only 























THE COMMONWEALTH SAW 


PICTURE LOAN COLLECTION. 


Fine Lot of Farmed Prints for the Commons Club 
Members. 


The Commons loan collection of pictures is 
at last a fact. Through the kindness of Mr. 
Frank Jayne, of ‘Tarrytown, N. Y., and Miss 
Queene Ferry, of Detroit, Mich., we have had 
$20 to invest in pictures, and fine prints and 
photographs of the following pictures are now 
in the collection : 

Sistine Madonna, Alba Madonna, a third 
madonna by Murillo, Breton’s ««Song of the 
Lark,” Watts’ «Sir Galahad,” Murillo’s «St. 
John and the Lamb,” Venus de Milo, Millet’s 





MILL IN OPERATION, 


infallible rule of selection is that the pictures 
must be good ones. 


OUR FOURTH BIRTHDAY. 


Commons Woman's Club Celebrates the Anniversary 
of the Settlement’s Founding. 


The fourth anniversary of the founding of 
Chicago Commons was observed delightfully 
on Friday evening, Oct. 21, under the direction 
of the Chicago Commons Woman’s Club. Many 
friends of the settlement from the neighbor- 
hood and from outlying suburbs, as well as the 
districts between these extremes, were present 
to join in the happy occasion. Mrs. Luther 
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Conant, president of the club, presided with 
grace and wit, and short addresses were made 
on behalf of the settlement, the neighbors and 
the visitors. Music and refreshments varied 
the programme, and the club presented to the 
settlement an anniversary gift in the form of a 
handsome set of knives and forks. 


MUSICAL OCCASIONS. 


Choral Club and Children’s Chorus Begin the Year 
with Enthusiasm. 


The two choruses at the settlement, the 
Choral Club, of adults, and the Thursday after- 
noon children’s chorus, begin their year’s work 
with enthusiasm, and a concert in the early 
winter is being prepared for. Theadult choral 
club is, in the absence of Miss Mari Hofer, its 
founder and leader from the beginning, under 
the direction of Mr. E. W. Freeman, of Irving 
Park, and the enthusiasm of the children is in 
constant increase under the inspiration of Miss 
Anne H. Stewart, who directs also the chil- 
dren’s choruses at the Northwestern and Chi- 
cago university settlements. 


EDUCATIONAL CLUBS. 


Experiments in a New Form of Organized Study 
Through Neighborhood Groups. 


The educational activity at the Commons or- 
ganizes rather slowly this fall, owing to some 
changes in the manner of conducting the work. 
This year the effort is being made to substitute 
for the more formal educational classes of for- 
mer years a series of educational clubs, groups 
of kindred minds socially gathered about a 
clever and congenial leader with educational 
purpose incidental to the friendly gathering. 

The first of these clubs to be organized is the 
Shakespeare Club, meeting Saturday evenings 
under the leadership of Rev. Horace L. Strain. 
An interested group has begun work and there 
is every indication of a most profitable winter's 
study. A club to study American history is 
now being gathered, and other groups will 


form as time passes. In addition to these clubs, | 


there are still classes for our friends of the 
immediate neighborhood in common branches, 
art and music. 


COMMONS NOTES. 
The number of depositors in the penny prov- 


ident bank of the settlement is constantly in- 
creasing, and now numbers about 200. The 


| October, 


opportunity of thus saving pennies against a 
rainy day is being extended into all the clubs. 


The boys have organized a chess club, which 
meets Tuesday evening. 


The “blue ticket” Good Will Club grows in 
numbers and enthusiasm, and is now having 
three courses of study—current events, civics, 
American history. The club consists of neigh- 
borhood boys from nine to thirteen years of 
age, and now numbers about thirty. 


The settlement has again contributed Pro- 
fessor Taylor to the cause of municipal reform 
in this city by cordially sharing interest if not 
actual service with him in his participation in 
the effort to select from the list of candidates 
for assessors and board of review a selection of 
honest men for whom a self-respecting citizen 
might vote! The work concluded with a report 
published in the daily press. 


PRACTICABLE CITY REFORMS. 


Mayor Jones, of Toledo, Sets an Immediate Ideal 
for the City’s Service. 


Mayor Samuel M. Jones, of Toledo, an old 
friend of THE Commons and its readers, pre- 
sents in his annual report for this year some 
practicable reforms within the reach of every 
municipality, if public opinion could be 
aroused to demand them. He advocates the 
establishment of a plant for manufacturing 
fuel gas, the control and operation by the city 
of the electric-lighting plant, the establishment 
of civil-service in all departments of the mu- 
nicipality, the enactment of laws that will give 
the city such a measure of home rule as will 
enable it to bring out «the best that is in its 
own people,” no grant or extension of fran- 
chises to private enterprises without: the ap- 
proval of the taxpayers, the abandonment of 
the contract system in public work, such as 
paving, etc., the compilation and publication 
of the city directory by the municipality itself, 
the establishment of kindergartens as a part of 
the public school system, a larger appropria- 
tion for street improvement, the sprinkling of 
the streets by the city itself, a larger appro- 
priation for the parks, an appropriation for 
music for the parks, the establishment of play- 
grounds for the children, the establishment of 
public baths, improved facilities for those who 
trade in Toledo, the revision of the city license 
laws and the repeal of the ordinance licensing 
employment agenciesin Toledo. 

F ALL the arrears on subscriptions to THE 

COMMONS were paid to-morrow, we could 
run the paper for six months without another 
dollar. 
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MILLIONAIRE’S BROTHER. 


{nnocent Child Deserted and Starving in the Slums 
of a Great City, 


A very vivid and startling presentation of a 
great truth is thus made by Prof. Frank Par- 
sons of Boston in the Kingdom: 


Suppose the paper came out with headlines, 
an inch or two in height, «*A Vanderbilt Baby 
Born and Brought up in the Slums.” « Little 
Brother of William K. Vanderbilt Heartlessly 
Left to a Miserable Existence in a Filthy Tene- 
ment.” ‘*Appalling Neglect, Brother of a Mil- 
lionaire Resigned to the care of Paupers and 
Criminals,” etc. Would people believe it? No, 
not even if they sawitin the New York Journal. 
And yet babies are born and brought up in the 
slums, and we say we are all brothers; and 
millionaires go to church and read the Bible 
and pay tine ministers to preach the brother- 
hood of man. Weare not brothers, We ought 
to be, and our saying we are is a very encour- 
aging sign, because it shows our ideals, and 
where our ideals are we shall be some day. 
But we are not brothers now. Our actions 
belie our words. Imagine, if you can, a mil- 
lionaire allowing his baby brother to be raised 
in the slums by the most degraded men and 
women in the land. Even a millionaire as 
stingy as Russell Sage would not do it, let alone 
a respectable millionaire, or an ordinary work- 
ing man. Imagine a baby in the slums with a 
dozen millionaires for brothers and sisters, all 
of whom knew he was there, and was their law- 
ful brother in direst need and sore distress. 
Imagine a baby in slum life with brothers and 
sisters worth sixty-five billions of property! 
You can’t doit. Yet that’s what the brothers 
and sisters of every baby in the slums of this 
country possess, according to the brother- 
hood of man and the census of 1890—nearer 
seventy-five or eighty billions probably, but it 
might as well be zero as far as the average 
slum baby is concerned. It doesn’t do any 
good to be born into Uncle Sam’s family, if he 
is a billionaire, and a multi-billionaire at that, 
for most of the family won’t acknowledge the 
relationship except with wind. 


NYBODY who doubts the God-given mis- 
A sion of the United States to govern and 
evangelize the heathen in all the remote cor 
ners of the earth, need only familiarize himself 
with the history of the dealings of this gov- 
ernment with the Chippewa Indians, leading 
up to the recent bloody outbreak in Minnesota 
of ‘that hitherto conspicuously peacetul tribe ! 
See, for instance, the statement of Kev. J. A. 
Gilfillan, for years a missionary among the 
Chippewas, as reported at the Mohonk Confer- 
ence this year, and reprinted in the Outlook of 
October 22. It makes one almost ashamed to 
be an American. 





Read the Publishers Column on page 9. 
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THE DISAPPOINTED. 


There are songs enough for the hero 
Who stands on the heights of fame, 
I sing for the disappo'!nted— 
For those who missed their aim. 
I sing with a cheerful cadence, 
For one who toils in the dark, 
And knows that his last, best arrow 
Has bounded back from the mark. 


I sing for the{breathless runner, 
The eager, anxious soul, 

Who falls in the race exhausted, 
Almost in the sight of the goal: 

For the hearts that break in silence, 
Witha sorrow all unknown— 

For those who need companions, 
Yet walk their way alone, 


There are songs enough for the lovers 
Who share love's tender pain, 
I sing for the one whose passion 
Is given, and in vain: 
For those, whose spirit comrades 
Have missed them on the way, 
I sing with heart o’erflowing 
This minor strain to-day. 
Alla Wheeler Wilcox 


LITERARY NOTES. 


«Christ in the Industries” is the title of a 
little book, published by Kurtz & Jennings. 


Herbert Casson, founder of the American 
Labor Church at Lynn, Mass., has been re- 
ceived into the co-operative colony at Ruskin, 
Tenn., as leader and editor of their weekly 
paper, The Coming Nation. 


We congratulate our Y. M. C. A. contempora- 
ry, Men, on its improved appearance as an 
octavo, and think that its change to montbly 
publication is undoubtedly in the line of the 
times as well as of economy of effort. 


The Fleming H. Revell Company announce 
an ethical series, edited by Prof. W. Douglass 
MacKenzie. The volume on «The Ethics of 
Citizenship” is to be prepared by Dr. Charles 
Cuthbert Hall, President of Union Theological 
Seminary, New York. 


MacMillan announces for publication this 
fall the following interesting titles: «* The 
Distribution of Wealth,” by J. B. Clark, Pro- 
fessor of Political Economy, Columbia Univer- 
sity, New York, whose earlier work, on «The 
Philosophy of Wealth,” was written from so 
broad a social and high an ethical point of view 
as to create the highest expectancy and stand- 
ard of judgment regarding the forthcoming 
volume. ‘Elements of Sociology,” by Franklin 
H. Giddings, Professor of Sociology, Columbia 
University, New York, in which he will give 
to the public his long-promised primer in that 
science. «¢ The Teachings of Jesus and Modern 
Social Problems,” by Francis G. Peabody, Pro- 
fessor of Christian Ethics, Harvard University, 
will be one of the “New Testament Series,” 
edited by Professor Shailer Mathews, of the 
University of Chicago. 





We ask every reader of this month's COMMONS to 
give especial attention to the Publisher’s Column on 
page 9. It will give you an idea of thespirit in which 
we mean to do our business, and of your opportunity 
to reciprocate. 
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“AMERICAN CO-OPERATIVE NEWS” 


Organ Of the Co-Operative Union of America. 


Subscription Price - 50 Cents a Year. 


Club:rate, when ordered with “ The Commons.” 


Both Magazines, one year, 75 cents. 


ARE YOU AN 
AMERIGAN GITIZEN? 


If so, it is to your interest to know 
more of our country and its institutions 














The war with Spain has placed the United States in the 
front rank of the nations of the world. It has proven the 
patriotism of the American people. Its results will mean 
progression in all lines. It is the duty of every pafriotic 
citizen to assist in making our government the best under the 
sun. He should be posted on our laws, both national and 
municipal, and should study social evils. The way to become 
posted, easily and quickly, is to study our new course in 


CIVICS, POLITICAL ECONOMY 
AND SOCIOLOGY 


Prepared by Leading Authorities of the World 


Among the many contributors are: Prof. Richard T. Fly. 
University of Wisconsin: Prof. John A. Hobson, Oxford 
University, England: Prof. H. H. Powers. Leland Stanford 
University; Prof. F. S. Baldwin, Boston University; Prof. 
J. R. Commons, Syracuse University; Prof. Jesse Macy, Iowa 
College; Dr. Charles D. Spahr, editor Outlook; Prof. Graham 
Taylor; Prof. Catherine Coman, Wellesley College; W. F. 
Willoughby, Department of Labor, Washington; Hon. W. P. 
Reeves, M. P., London, I ngland, etc., etc. 

OVER 1,000 LARGE QUARTO PAGES 
FULLY ILLUSTRATED 


Issued in twelve numbers. Price, prepaid, but $3.75. 
Sample copy and full announcement, 35 cents. Write at once. 


THE UNIVERSITY ASSOGIATION 


Association Building, CHICAGO. 
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Stationery Articles 
Society Stationery and 
Engraving 

















(icaco.[xoranapouts « foursvinte Raiway 


THE DIRECT LINE 


BETWEEN 


Chicago 
Indianapolis 
Cincinnati 


Lafayette 
Louisville 


THROUGH SLEEPERS TO CINCINNATI AND WASHINGTON DAILY 


AND ALL 
POINTS 
SOUTH 


FRANK J. REED, G. P.A. 
CITY TICKET OFFICE, 232 CLARK ST. 
CHICAGO. 








